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Moline Riverfront Master Plan

Purpose
We’re crafting a unified 
vision for an active, 
beloved riverfront 
district in the heart of 
Downtown Moline.
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Aerial Image of Moline | Mid-century 2nd Ave between 19th St & 21st St (Looking North) | Before

2nd Ave between 19th St & 21st St (Looking North) | After
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Landscape Architecture, 
Urban Design, & Planning

Sustainable 
Architecture

Community 
Engagement

Resilient 
Infrastructure

Mobility 
Planning

Economic 
Development

Cost 
Estimation

Relevant Stakeholders, Businesses, 
City Staff & Departments Moline Community

Moline Riverfront Master Plan

Our Team
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What Drives Us
Together We Plan and Design a World in Which We All Want To Live.
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Project Updates

Public realm framework

Priority sites

Feedback & Discussion

Next steps

Today’s 
Agenda
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Process
Project Schedule
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Foundation
A Solid Starting Point 

PRIOR 
PLANNING 
STUDIES

DEEPER 
ANALYSIS

MARKET 
DEMANDS + 

OPPORTUNITIES
VIBRANT, 

CONNECTED, & 
LIVABLE MOLINE 

CENTRECOMMUNITY 
NEEDS + 
DESIRES
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Foundation
A Solid Starting Point 

COMMUNITY 
NEEDS + 
DESIRES

110+
Community Pop-
up Attendees

740+
Online Survey 

Responses

150+
Fall Fest Workshop 

Attendees

30+
Stakeholders 

Engaged
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Fall Fest Community Workshop | Bridgepoint 485 | Saturday 10/14 Community Pop-Up | Mercado | 10/13

Community Pop-Up | Dead Poets Espresso | 10/13

Community Pop-Up | Freight House Farmers Market | 10/14



How Might We...

Embrace 
the River

How Might We...

Cultivate 
Community

How Might We...

Strengthen 
Connections

How Might We...

Share More 
Stories

How Might We...

Create the 
Spark

What’s Guiding Us

Prompts + Priorities
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How Might We... 
Embrace the 
River?
The “Mighty Mississippi” is one of 
the most storied and significant 
landscapes in the world.

“The river is a huge advantage”

“...you can rent a boat or kayak and paddle.”

“It allows me and my children to get closer to nature.”

431
Votes to 

Experience 
Nature



Moline Riverfront Master Plan

How Might We... 
Embrace the 
River?
The “Mighty Mississippi” is one of 
the most storied and significant 
landscapes in the world.
The river has sustained, connected, and inspired 
inhabitants along its banks for centuries. Its waters 
and floodplain are home to thousands of species 
of plants and animals, and support a significant 
globally flyway for more than 325 species of 
migratory birds.

Priorities:

• Strengthen Moline’s connection to the Mississippi 
by crafting memorable experiences that 
expand access and engagement opportunities 
with the river.

• Design with the Mississippi to create an 
adaptable, resilient riverfront district.

• Develop public spaces along the river that bring 
people together to share experiences, make 
memories, and build community.
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The story of Moline is as 
diverse and varied as the 
people who call it home.

How Might We...
Share More 
Stories?

“Huge opportunity to re-envision the Heritage and Spiegel area.”

216
Votes to Learn 
about History + 

Culture

“Saukenuk Villa
ge: This is a village founded in 1720 by the Sauk and Meskwaki.” “The river has so much magical history and it’s not documented anywhere.”
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The story of Moline is as 
diverse and varied as the 
people who call it home.
The confluence of the Mississippi and Rock Rivers 
have provided opportunity since their formation. 
As native land of the Sauk and Meskwaki Nations, 
Moline is now home to an increasingly diverse 
community developed over time through a 
unique industrial heritage. Amplifying and sharing 
all aspects of the City’s rich history and culture 
provides a strong foundation for Moline’s future 
growth. 

Priorities:

• Celebrate Moline’s shared, cumulative history 
over time; from its first inhabitants to its 
industrial growth to the diverse community 
seen today.

• Preserve meaningful existing infrastructure 
that grounds the district; shining a light on both 
the City’s past while highlighting its future.

• Create a space that is uniquely Moline today.

How Might We...
Share More 
Stories?
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How Might We...
Strengthen 
Connections?
The Moline riverfront     
is closer than you think.

“Biking to brunch in the morning.”  
“Bike to Outdoor festival with kids and then, bike to nearby restaurant.”  

“Start the day with a walk or bike ride along the riverfront trail.”

34%
Chose biking or walking 

as their highest 
transportation priority

90%
of respondents would 

walk, bike, or roll to the 
site if it were safe
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How Might We...
Strengthen 
Connections?
The Moline riverfront     
is closer than you think.
The riverfront is never more than a 10 minute 
walk from the heart of downtown Moline. It’s also 
connected to a regional network of bike trails 
and transit routes that connect all four Quad 
Cities. However, a lack of wayfinding, street-level 
activity, and barriers like the I-74 overpass, River 
Dr, and the rail line make accessing and traveling 
to the riverfront challenging.

Priorities:

• Create a safe, comfortable, and clear journey 
to and from the riverfront district.

• Develop an iconic and welcoming gateway 
to downtown Moline and its surrounding 
neighborhoods.

• Strengthen downtown Moline as a model 
walkable/bikeable community.
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The Moline riverfront is positioned to 
welcome people from down the street, 
across the river, and around the world.

How Might We...
Cultivate 
Community?

“...a
nnual events celebrating history, music, and art.” 

“A gathering place of food culture.” “...the district made me feel incredibly proud of the growth and prosperity of this area.”

Eat 
+Drink

#1 Answer when asked 
what experiences the 
River needs the most.

394
Votes to enjoy 

Art, Performances 
+ Events
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How Might We...
Cultivate 
Community?
The Moline riverfront is positioned 
to welcome people from down 
the street, across the river, and 
around the world.
With close proximity to some of Moline’s 
most significant assets and an abundance of 
redevelopable land in the heart of downtown, the 
riverfront district is well positioned to become 
a significant cultural, economic, and ecological 
engine for the community.

Priorities:

• Bring the Moline community together to live, 
work, and play all year long.

• Grow a place that feels like “home” and draws 
you back again and again.

• Instill community pride; a place Molineans 
are proud of and excited to share with their 
neighbors from down the street and across the 
globe.
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How Might We...  
Create the 
Spark?
The riverfront district can be the 
catalyst that invigorates Moline 
for generations to come.

“A gateway between Illinois and Iowa.”

“...b
ecoming a vibrant hub of activity and natural beauty.”

77,300
Cars per day pass our 
site on I-74. More than 
any other place in the 

Quad Cities 

“...transforming from a sleepy industrialarea into a modern urban area full of life and vitality.”



Moline Riverfront Master Plan

How Might We...  
Create the 
Spark?
The riverfront district can be the 
catalyst that invigorates Moline 
for generations to come.
Complex revitalization projects like the riverfront 
district require dedication, creativity, and 
collaboration. It is key to understand where 
the market will be most effective, where public 
investment will be most impactful, and where a 
public-private partnership can add the most value. 
One of the most critical questions to answer is 
often: Where to begin?

Priorities:

• Articulate an ambitious, yet actionable plan 
for the future of Moline’s riverfront.

• Highlight projects to generate that critical 
spark that builds momentum toward 
implementation. 

• Catalyze economic development, drive 
tourism, expand opportunity and instill 
pride in Moline for generations to come. 



What We’re Exploring

Framework + Strategies

VIBRANT ARENA

ROCK ISLAND
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Framework
Closing  
The Loop
Context
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Framework
Closing  
The Loop 
Critical Connections
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Framework
Closing  
The Loop
Opportunity  
Zones

#1 - RIVERFRONT

#2 - MOLINE CENTRE GATEWAY

#3 - 5TH AVENUE HUB
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Framework
5th Avenue 
Hub
Character Imagery

#3 - 5TH AVENUE HUB
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Framework
Moline Centre 
Gateway
Character Imagery

#2 - MOLINE 
CENTRE GATEWAY



Big Ideas for the

Riverfront & Moline 
Centre Gateway

#1 - RIVERFRONT

#2 - MOLINE CENTRE GATEWAY



Moline Riverfront Master Plan

The riverfront district can be the 
catalyst that invigorates Moline 
for generations to come. 

• The I-74 Riverbridge is complete, opening up 
acres of developable land while improving 
access to the river in downtown.

• The City has acquired/consolidated 
riverfront parcels.

• Multiple trail projects are underway 
including the Mississippi River Trail and the 
19th St Multi-use trail.

• The Moline Riverfront Master Plan is 
underway.

• A redevelopment study of the Spiegel 
Building is moving forward.

• Redevelopment of the JC Penney building 
is bringing new residential development to 
downtown.

SPIEGEL BUILDING

CITY OF MOLINE CONTROL

MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRAIL I-74 RIVERBRIDGE

JC PENNEY REDEVELOPMENT

DEERE & CO.

19TH ST MULTI-USE TRAIL

EVE
NTS +

ATTRAC
TIONS

5TH AVE

COMMERC
IAL 

DISTRICT

Why Here, Why Now?
There’s 
Momentum!

LEGEND

City of Moline

PRIM
ARY STUDY AREA

I-74
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Riverfront & Gateway
Big Ideas

Seasonal Playground

Nativ
e + Naturalistic

Food + Farming
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Riverfront
Big Idea#1

Ecology-Centric

Trails
Wetlands Nature-Inspired

Boardwalks

Natural Systems

Geological Heritage

Nativ
e & Naturalistic
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #1
Vision Plan
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #1

100yr Flood Elevation

Existing 
Elevation

10yr Flood Elevation

Normal River Pool

50yr Flood Elevation

High Sand Soil for 
Rapid Infiltration Deep Rooted Vegetation 

Stabilizes Slope

Floating Boardwalks w/ 
Educational Signage

Enhanced Shoreline 
& Aquatic Habitat

Prairie Landscape 
Provides Upland 

Habitat

Great River Trail 
w/ Seating, 

Signage, & Art

Vision: River Edge
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Priority Sites
Big Idea#2

Seasonal Playground

Recreation

Health & Wellness

PlayMovement

Sports

Seasonal Activities
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #2
Vision Plan
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #2
Vision: River Edge

100yr Flood Elevation

10yr Flood Elevation

Normal River Pool

50yr Flood Elevation

New Channel 
Provides More 

Opportunities to 
Explore

“Island” Provides 
Wave Protection & 

Wildlife Habitat

Boulder Scrambles 
Provide Water 

Access

Dining Terrace 
& Pavilion For 

Waterfront 
Gathering



Agricultural Heritage

Connection to the Land

GrowingCommunity

Manufacturing History

STEM
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #3

Food + Farm
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #3
Vision Plan
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Priority Sites
Big Idea #3

100yr Flood Elevation

10yr Flood Elevation

Normal River Pool

50yr Flood Elevation

Overlook w/ Shade 
Structure and 
Viewing Area

Freshwater Mussel 
Demonstration “Garden”

Wetland Shelf 
Enhances Shoreline 

Habitat

Open Lawn for 
Passive Use & 
Community 
Gathering

High Sand Soil for 
Rapid Infiltration

Vision: River Edge
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Priority Sites
Big Ideas

Seasonal Playground

Nativ
e + Naturalistic

Food + Farming


